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DRYAD'S BROOM 
( C l a v a r i a a b i e t i n a ) 

This c o r a l fungus w i l l be found growing on the ground 
under coniferous trees where i t forms a c l o s e and many-
branched t u f t about 3 inches high. The b a s a l p a r t of the 
p l a n t i s s t o u t and covered w i t h s h o r t , white down and from 
t h i s trunk r i s e the numerous d u l l - y e l l o w branches which, 
when cut or b r u i s e d , soon show a greenish t i n g e . 

I t has a strong odour and a b i t t e r t a s t e but, l i k e a l l 
the C l a v a r i a s , i s q u i t e safe to eat i f you f e e l l i k e t r y i n g 
i t . For t h i s purpose be sure the p l a n t s are young and f r e e 
of i n s e c t s or i n s e c t larvae which so q u i c k l y tunnel i n t o 
p r a c t i c a l l y a l l our f u n g i . 

Dryads were supposed to have been the nymphs of the 
t r e e s , so t h i s whimsical name, "Dryad's Broom", o b v i o u s l y 
i n d i c a t e s that the p l a n t was housekeeping equipment used 
by the nymphs to keep the f o r e s t f l o o r t i d y . 

Some other species of t h i s f a m i l y ( C l a v a r i a c e a e ) are 
club-shaped or t r u m p e t - l i k e i n s t e a d of being branched l i k e 
c o r a l . A l l are a t t r a c t i v e and vary g r e a t l y i n colour — 
white, i v o r y , b u f f - p i n k , pale yellow, b r i g h t yellow, fawn, 
red or ash-gray. A l l of them grow on the ground but at 
l e a s t one of our l o c a l c o r a l species w i l l be found w i t h 
i t s mycelium feeding i n r o t t e d wood p a r t i a l l y or wholly 
b u r i e d i n f o r e s t d e b r i s . A walk i n the woods i n search of 
these p l a n t s w i l l prove q u i t e rewarding. 

M. C. Melburn. 
PLEASE NOTE: 

To reach Thomas F r a n c i s Park, where the fungus 
foray w i l l be h e l d on November 4th, turn r i g h t from the 
Trans-Canada Highway on to Burnside Road, then turn r i g h t 
again on Prospect Lake Road. About one m i l e up turn l e f t 
on Munn Road and proceed f o r about a q u a r t e r of a m i l e 
when you w i l l see the l i t t l e white house where the care
taker l i v e s . 
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REPORT FROM THE,SOUTH SEAS 

The F i j i Islands being so f a r from Canada (5100 m i l e s ) 
would be expected to have no s i m i l a r i t y to b i r d l i f e i n V i c 
t o r i a . However, a f t e r l i v i n g i n Suva f o r two months we were 
pleased to f i n d many o l d f r i e n d s of the no r t h l a n d . 

Upon our a r r i v a l here August 8th, the f i r s t s horebirds 
we saw on our beach were Wandering T a t t l e r s (the V i c t o r i a 
N a t u r a l i s t cover, September 1961). These numbered from four 
to s i x b i r d s , p o s s i b l y having summered over i n t h i s area as 
i s the p r a c t i c e of some shorebirds. We saw only one t a t t l e r 
i n New Zealand where i t i s not too common. As the days 
passed and w i t h the f a l l m i g r a tion from the north i n f u l l 
swing we watched our shores w i t h a n t i c i p a t i o n of more shore-
b i r d s to a r r i v e . On August 19th two Ruddy Turnstones showed 
up i n almost f u l l breeding plumage and the next day we were 
watching one Golden Plover i n a r i c e paddy 20 m i l e s from Suva. 
Three weeks l a t e r on September 9th we saw our f i r s t good num
bers - 26 Golden Plovers and w i t h them 28 Ruddy Turnstones, 
both species being i n p a r t i a l breeding plumage. The plo v e r s 
were e x t r a c t i n g large worms from the short-cropped grass near 
the sea. 

Curlews are always a t h r i l l to us, and when we watched 
a Whimbrel approaching i n f l i g h t we became e x c i t e d as we had 
not seen any s i n c e photographing the two r e g u l a r s at Oak Bay. 
I t flew on past us and along the c o a s t l i n e out of s i g h t . We 
are keeping a c a r e f u l lookout f o r the B r i s t l e - t h i g h e d Curlew 
which winters i n the South P a c i f i c . 

On September 19th we observed a s i g h t that we have 
never seen before - 172 Wandering T a t t l e r s i n a group w a i t i n g 
f o r the t i d e to recede from t h e i r feeding grounds. To make 
things more i n t e r e s t i n g , three B a r - t a i l e d Godwits w i t h t h e i r 
f l i g h t f eathers w e l l t a t t e r e d and worn from the long oceanic 
f l i g h t j u s t s e t t l e d i n near the now feeding t a t t l e r s . 

We have observed shorebirds i n t r a n s i e n t during the 
seasonal migrations i n V i c t o r i a and now we are l i v i n g w i t h 
them i n t h e i r w i nter home. Some day we hope to complete the 
p i c t u r e - to observe and photograph these hardy migrants on 
t h e i r A r c t i c breeding grounds. 

Barry & Joanna Morgan 
Box 333, 
Suva, F i j i . 
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On September 16th l a s t year, Mr. and Mrs. Barry Morgan 

l e f t us f o r New Zealand, where they stayed u n t i l the begin
ning of August t h i s year. During t h e i r eleven months i n 
New Zealand they covered both the south and n o r t h i s l a n d s , 
studying and photographing b i r d s . Now, as w i l l be noted, 
they are at Suva. They are both expert b i r d e r s , are un
e x c e l l e d i n b i r d photography, and continue to be members of 
our s o c i e t y . We are d e l i g h t e d to be able to p u b l i s h t h e i r 
r e p o r t of V i c t o r i a b i r d s seen on the F i j i I s l a n d s . 

A.R.D. 

INSECT INNINGS 
by George A. Hardy 

To use a w e l l known c r i c k e t phrase, some k i n d of i n 
sect i s always having i t s i n n i n g s , no matter what the sea
son of the year. A walk i n t o the country by woodside bor
der or i n a grassy f i e l d , not to mention our gardens, w i l l 
r e a d i l y g i v e evidence of t h i s f a c t . 

J u s t now, at the c l o s e of summer, the a l l too f a m i l i a r 
wasp, or y e l l o w - j a c k e t , i s subconsciously preparing f o r the 
dormant s t a t e i n which i t w i l l pass the w i n t e r season. A f t e r 
a busy s o c i a l p e r i o d during which as many as three thousand 
i n d i v i d u a l s may have a r i s e n from the one queen that i n i t i a t e d 
the colony e a r l y i n the s p r i n g , i t s numbers are not only be
coming l e s s from wear and t e a r , but the workers are being 
augmented by drones and f u t u r e queens of another year. 
U s u a l l y i n October, j u s t before the c o l d r a i n s and f r o s t s 
have become the normal p a r t of the weather, the drones may 
be seen on leaves or flowers awaiting the advent of the 
v i r g i n queens. The drones may be d i s t i n g u i s h e d from the 
workers by t h e i r longer f e e l e r s and absence of a s t i n g , but 
be sure of the f i r s t before attempting to demonstrate the 
second on your f i n g e r . 

E v e n t u a l l y a l l the wasps of the year, the o l d queen, 
workers and drones w i l l die at the onset of w i n t e r , the 
only s u r v i v o r s w i l l be the young f e r t i l i z e d queens which 
w i l l hibernate during the inclement weather. S e l e c t i n g some 
s h e l t e r e d nook or cranny and taking a f i r m h o l d w i t h t h e i r 
jaws, they w i l l remain motionless u n t i l the warm sunshine 
of s p r i n g arouses them to a c t i o n . 

With the advent of favorable weather the young queen 
w i l l make the f i r s t s m a l l paper nest c o n t a i n i n g a few c e l l s 
i n which she w i l l l a y her eggs, one to each c e l l . She w i l l 
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feed the ensuing brood u n t i l i t reaches m a t u r i t y , a f t e r 

which she w i l l remain i n the nest f o r the r e s t of her l i f e , 
doing nothing but l a y eggs i n the c e l l s b u i l t by her progeny. 
These remarks apply to one of the e i g h t or nine species of 
wasp recorded f o r Vancouver I s l a n d , members of the Family 
Vespidae. 

Among other i n s e c t s to be seen i n the l a t e summer are 
s e v e r a l b u t t e r f l i e s , each of which has i t s own p a r t i c u l a r 
way of passing the coming w i n t e r . A common l i t t l e b u t t e r f l y 
o c c u r r i n g i n September i s the Vancouver r i n g l e t , a l i g h t 
ochre or orange t i n t e d species that f l i t s among the grasses, 
s e t t l i n g anon on some a s t e r bloom or other seasonal f l o w e r . 
I t w i l l l a y i t s t i n y eggs, one at a time, at the base of a 
grass stem. These w i l l hatch i n about ten days, when the 
young c a t e r p i l l a r s feed f o r a while and then, though very 
s m a l l , w i l l h i b ernate, to resume feeding the f o l l o w i n g 
s p r i n g . 

Another common b u t t e r f l y i s the woodland s k i p p e r , a 
sm a l l brown k i n d frequenting grassy places i n f i e l d s and 
gardens, s k i p p i n g about w i t h b e w i l d e r i n g r a p i d i t y from 
flower to flo w e r , or sunning i t s e l f on leaves and grass 
blades. I t lays i t s eggs, s i n g l y , at the base of a grass 
stem, but i n t h i s s p e c i e s , the egg w i l l remain throughout 
the winter. Emerging i n the s p r i n g , the c a t e r p i l l a r w i l l 
complete i t s growth without i n t e r r u p t i o n , concealed from 
pryi n g eyes i n a l i g h t c u b i c a l formed by j o i n i n g some grass 
blades together w i t h a few strands of s i l k . 

Some b u t t e r f l i e s pass the winter i n the c h r y s a l i s 
stage, the w e l l known cabbage white being an example. A f t e r 
sampling our cabbages to i t s hearts content, the f u l l grown 
c a t e r p i l l a r seeks out some dry pla c e , under the eaves and 
coping of b u i l d i n g s f o r ins t a n c e , where the ensuing pupa w i l l 
remain u n t i l the springtime, l o o k i n g f o r a l l the world l i k e 
a s l i v e r of the wood on which i t i s r e s t i n g . 

The mourning cloak adopts s t i l l another method of over
coming the v i c i s s i t u d e s of the winter season by braving i t 
out i n the a d u l t stage, simply by creeping i n t o a s h e l t e r e d 
nook i n a woodshed or under loose bark, Here i t f o l d s i t s 
wings over i t s back and remains motionless u n t i l awakened 
by a warm s p e l l , which may be during the win t e r , i n which 
event i t resumes i t s former stance as the c o l d r e t u r n s . This 
i s the l a r g e b u t t e r f l y w i t h white-bordered black wings to be 
met wi t h where the w i l l o w s , i t s food p l a n t , abounds. Only 
a f t e r h i b e r n a t i o n are the eggs l a i d i n a broad band t h a t 
e n c i r c l e s the stem of the shrub. 

Among the most n o t i c e a b l e of the l a t e summer i n s e c t s 
are the grasshoppers, o r , properly speaking, l o c u s t s , that 
abound i n dry f i e l d s and waste p l a c e s . For present pur
poses four species can be d i s t i n g u i s h e d by the co l o u r of 
the hind wings. F i r s t , those w i t h c o l o u r l e s s and t r a n s 
parent wings. This i s the s m a l l e s t and p o s s i b l y the most 
abundant l o c u s t , e s p e c i a l l y i n over-grazed pastures that 
expose the bare ground. Second, the yellow-winged one; a 
large i n s e c t t h a t makes a loud c l a c k i n g n o i s e w i t h the fo r e -
wings as they s t r i k e against one another i n f l i g h t . T h i r d , 
a s t i l l l a r g e r k i n d , w i t h white-bordered, almost b l a c k , 
hind-wings. The l a s t two frequent g r a v e l l e d roads and drive
ways, where they may be seen engaged i n o v i p o s i t i n g i n the 
hard dry ground. Fourth, a smaller species than the l a s t 
two, possessing red wings. I t i s to be found i n dry grassy 
p l a c e s , but i s not u s u a l l y so common as the f i r s t species 
mentioned. 

A l l these l o c u s t s lay t h e i r eggs beneath the sur f a c e 
of the ground by means of a sto u t o v i p o s i t e r a t the t i p of 
the body. 

Another i n s e c t t h a t a t t r a c t s a t t e n t i o n at t h i s time 
of year i s the termi t e i n i t s winged phase, looking l i k e a 
t i n y aeroplane as i t careens along i n steady f l i g h t , o f t e n 
to a l i g h t at our doors or windows where i t s wings seem to 
suddenly c o l l a p s e and break o f f . This i s the female of 
the species about to found a new colony i n some damp l o g , 
or even the foundations of our b u i l d i n g s i f they are not 
damp-proofed. 

So, i n va r i o u s ways, i n s e c t s are among the most suc
c e s s f u l of a l l l i v i n g things i n ensuing the c o n t i n u i t y of 
t h e i r s p ecies, no matter what the hazards of c l i m a t e , l o 
c a l i t y , or even the h o s t i l i t y of man may present. 

PURPLE MARTINS 
by David S t i r l i n g 

Purple martins are r a t h e r scarce and l o c a l on Van
couver I s l a n d but p a i r s and small c o l o n i e s are found i n 
summer along the eastern c o a s t a l p l a i n from V i c t o r i a to 
Campbell R i v e r . 

In August of t h i s year an unusually large number of 
these b i r d s appeared over Florence Lake to feed on an 
abundant hatch of aquatic i n s e c t s . Mr. T. B r i g g s , who 
l i v e s near the lake, counted as many as f o r t y b i r d s i n 
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the a i r at one time, 

The purple martins' choice of n e s t i n g s i t e s i s i n t e r 
e s t i n g , and demonstrates that the a b i l i t y to change a h a b i t 
of long standing i s the key to s u r v i v a l . Before the des
t r u c t i o n of the great f o r e s t which covered most of the e a s t 
ern p art of the c o n t i n e n t , martins nested i n holes i n t r e e s . 
To-day these b i r d s nest i n houses provided by man. A l l e n 
and Nice (1952 Amer.Midi.Nat.47:614-616) s t a t e that i n the 
east purple martin nests i n n a t u r a l c a v i t i e s have not been 
reported s i n c e the e a r l y years of the 20th century. In the 
west s u i t a b l e s i t e s i n c i t y b u i l d i n g s are sometimes used. 
They nest i n downtown S e a t t l e where t h e i r f a r - c a r r y i n g 
" c h i r r u p " can be heard above the roar of the t r a f f i c . In 
1960 a p a i r nested i n the Times B u i l d i n g on F o r t S t r e e t , 
V i c t o r i a . Here again they were discovered by t h e i r d i s t i n c 
t i v e c a l l note. For s e v e r a l years a number have nested at 
H.M. Dockyard - at l e a s t one nest was under the turn t a b l e 
of a g i a n t crane'. 

Probably most of the western b i r d s s t i l l nest i n 
holes i n t r e e s . At Comox and Oyster Bay they p r e f e r o l d 
p i l i n g s near the edge of the sea. I have found martins 
n e s t i n g i n t a l l dead snags i n n o r t h - c e n t r a l A l b e r t a , the 
extensive logged-over lands of the Quinsam west of Campbell 
R i v e r , and near Munns Road i n the v i c i n i t y of V i c t o r i a . 

FALL NOTES 
by Alan Poynter 

E i g h t species of g u l l s were seen i n only a few minutes 
at C lover P o i n t e a r l y i n October. 

At l e a s t f i v e b l a c k - t h r o a t e d gray warblers were i d e n 
t i f i e d i n the V i c t o r i a area. This makes four consecutive 
summers they have been seen. This i s a b i r d which had not 
been n o t i c e d on Vancouver I s l a n d u n t i l some of our more 
observant b i r d watchers were i n the f i e l d . 

F i r s t year Heerman g u l l s have been seen i n goodly 
numbers t h i s f a l l , i n that almost black plumage w i t h the 
two-toned b i l l . 

Lapland longspurs, golden p l o v e r , w h i t e - f r o n t e d geese 
and F r a n k l i n g u l l s turned up again on the Oak Bay g o l f 
course. 

For the s i x t h consecutive year a p a i r of whimbrel 
(Hudsonian curlew) have returned to w i n t e r i n the Oak Bay 
area, and were f i r s t seen t h i s year at the f o o t of Bowker 
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Avenue on October 6th i n the company of one knot, one ruddy 
turnstone, one b l a c k - b e l l i e d p l o v e r and a g r e a t e r y e l l o w l e g s . 

The b e a u t i f u l western tanager was noted i n increased 
numbers moving south during September. 

A p a i r of l o n g - b i l l e d marsh wrens are i n the slough at 
the end of Telegraph Bay Road, where we hope they w i l l stay 
f o r the Christmas count. 

JUNIOR JOTTINGS 
by Freeman King 

The t r i p to the Thunderbird Cave at Mount Newton gave 
us an i n s i g h t i n to the s h e l t e r s used by the Indian t r i b e s o f 
a past age. 

We noted a 'drowned out' area, and saw how i t was being 
reclaimed by the newer growth of shrubs. The pond area was 
explored, and s n a i l and s l u g eggs were found. 

The e x p l o r a t i o n t r i p to the newly-developed power l i n e 
right-of-way on the western edge of F r a n c i s Park was more 
than rewarding. Fourteen d i f f e r e n t species of p l a n t s were 
found, which had e s t a b l i s h e d themselves on the r e c e n t l y 
c l e a r e d f o r e s t land. This area has now become a new hunting 
ground f o r many of the seed-eating b i r d s that d i d not i n h a 
b i t the t e r r i t o r y before because of the dense bush. 

The Leader s e c t i o n have had a r e a l busy time. They a l l 
went to Westholme s to p i l e and stack a q u a n t i t y of wood f o r 
Mrs. Janet G o o d a l l , who i s expecting to turn her property 
over to the P r o v i n c i a l Parks Branch. (Many thanks to the car 
d r i v e r s f o r t h i s t r i p ) . 

The e x p l o r a t i o n t r i p i n t o Iron Mine Bay, East Sooke, 
was p r o f i t a b l e i n that we discovered a l a r g e number of f u n g i 
and l i v e r w o r t s . This area i s one between a r a i n and a c l i 
max f o r e s t , t a k i n g one out to a b e a u t i f u l open beach. The 
l i t t l e i s l a n d s o f f shore were explored. A l l members of the 
party cooked t h e i r lunches on the beach. Yes, t h i s group 
do not need an e l e c t r i c stove to put up a r e a l good meal. 

We are planning a nature d i s p l a y f o r a l l members dur
ing the month of January. I t i s hoped to h o l d the d i s p l a y 
i n the Douglas B u i l d i n g C a f e t e r i a . 

Remember the Fungus Foray on November 4th at Thomas 
Fr a n c i s Park, and the c o r r e l a t i n g l e c t u r e i n the museum on 
the s u b j e c t of f u n g i i n the museum on November 7th. 
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AMPHIBIAN MIGRATION 
by G. C l i f f o r d C a r l 

Mrs. A. B. Cross of Lands End Road reports seeing 
" s e v e r a l hundreds of salamanders" c r o s s i n g a h a l f - m i l e 
s t r e t c h of road adjacent to her home on the morning of Oc
tober 9th. Numbers of the t r a v e l l e r s had been squashed by 
t r a f f i c ; others seemed to be unusually s l u g g i s h i n t h e i r 
movements. 

From her d e s c r i p t i o n i t seems th a t the salamanders 
were P a c i f i c Coast newts (Taricha granulosus), a species i n 
which the females sometimes make mass migrations to and from 
the spawning area. 

. In t h i s instance they were probably spreading out 
from a l o c a l pond i n t o the neighbouring woods where they 
normally spend the winter under r o t t i n g logs and other 
f o r e s t f l o o r l i t t e r . 

T h e ir slow movements were probably the r e s u l t of the 
r a t h e r low temperature at the time they were observed. This 
p a r t i c u l a r amphibian i s never speedy on land, anyway, and 
l i k e other members of t h i s "cold-blooded" group i t s a c t i v i t y 
i s r e g u l a t e d by temperature. This o f t e n proves f a t a l when 
these creatures s e t o f f to cross a busy highway; t h e i r 
chances of reaching s a f e t y on the f a r s i d e of the road are 
r a t h e r s l i g h t . 

Another man-made hazard to newts appeared i n Van
couver's Stanley Park some years ago when the approaches to 
the Lions Gate Bridge were completed. Large numbers of mi
g r a t i n g i n d i v i d u a l s were k i l l e d by t r a f f i c , as might be ex
pected. S u r v i v o r s which reached the comparative s a f e t y of 
the g u t t e r were then confronted w i t h an insurmountable con
c r e t e curb. The thwarted newts then t r a v e l l e d along the 
g u t t e r u n t i l they f e l l through g r a t i n g s to the storm sewer 
beneath, which then swept them i n t o the sea. 

"UNMADE AS YET" 
by Alan Poynter 

On my map, Lochside Drive i s marked simply as "unmade 
as yet". A few of us know that t h i s was the right-of-way 
of the o l d Canadian N a t i o n a l Railway l i n k i n g V i c t o r i a w i t h 
P a t r i c i a Bay, now unrecognizable as such except f o r the a l 
most s t r a i g h t and l e v e l path l e f t behind, which i n places 
i s completely overgrown, and s h o r t l y w i l l be inundated by 
s e v e r a l inches of muddy water. 

Far from being merely an unmade road, as I r e a l i s e 
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every time I walk on any part of i t , i t i s an a r t e r y of 
n a t u r a l h i s t o r y r a r e l y e x c e l l e d i n our dwindling l o c a l hab
i t a t s , having most of our p l a n t , animal and b i r d l i f e w i t h i n 
the bounds of i t s d i l a p i d a t e d fencing or i n the adjacent 
countryside along i t s remaining e i g h t - m i l e route. 

I walked one mile i n from Sayward Road on Thanksgiving 
week-end. The leaves were f a l l i n g and the b e r r i e s were 
r i p e . A f l o c k of b a n d - t a i l e d pigeons fl e w n o i s i l y out of a 
n a t i v e crab-apple t r e e , while a watery 'plop' i n d i c a t e d a 
d i t c h beneath the tangle of b l a c k b e r r y and snowberry brush, 
a d i t c h w i t h enough water to support many f a m i l i e s of musk-
r a t and a f f o r d escape f o r the e l u s i v e f r o g and what e l s e ? 

Robins and f l i c k e r s were bathing n o i s i l y . A new win
t e r a r r i v a l engaged i n preening turned out to be a fox spar
row, s i t t i n g on a small saskatoon bush almost bare of leaves, 
to be j o i n e d by a song sparrow, a white-crowned, golden-
crowned and a l i n c o l n ; f i v e species of sparrows a l l i n one 
bush, w i t h two savannah's alongside on the fence w i r e , a 
sure s i g n of the changing seasons. 

I pickad a 'horse t a i l ' to pieces s i t t i n g under a 
broad-leaf maple as a s k e i n of Canada geese flew overhead 
o u t l i n e d against a c l e a r blue sky, and i t was easy to see 
that the l a s t one i n l i n e was a w h i t e - f r o n t e d goose. I 
seemed to be the only creature out t h i s morning that was 
i d l e . 

A f l o c k of minute b u s h t i t s f l e w i n t o a f l o w e r i n g red 
currant bush i n which an o l d r o b i n s ' s nest was leaning 
c r a z i l y . Last year t h i s bush had i n i t s branches a f a m i l y 
of yellow warblers, and a short three years ago I had sat 
and watched a p a i r of b u s h t i t s work on a h a l f completed nest 
amongst i t s b r i g h t green f o l i a g e of e a r l y s p r i n g . 

I walked back, t a k i n g care not to t r e a d on the hoof 
p r i n t s of an a d u l t deer and fawn that had passed very r e 
c e n t l y , and jumped when a pheasant f l u s h e d c l o s e by, s e t 
t i n g o f f a chain r e a c t i o n of snipe, Cooper hawk, s q u i r r e l 
and a multitude of b l a c k b i r d s . 

This i s Lochside D r i v e , the "unmade" road. 

MEMBERSHIP 
At the present time our s o c i e t y i s comprised of 5 l i f e mem
bers, 131 s i n g l e members, 52 f a m i l i e s and 37 j u n i o r s . Many 
more j u n i o r s are i n c l u d e d i n the f a m i l y memberships. A t o t a l 
of 250 copies of the ' N a t u r a l i s t ' w i l l be mailed t h i s month. 
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THE BIRTH AND DEATH OF A NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

In the s p r i n g of 1923 four Vancouver men commenced 
spending weekends and h o l i d a y s i n p u r s u i t of t h e i r respective 
i n t e r e s t s i n nature study. In course of time others j o i n e d 
the group, which, by 1925, numbered twelve. In the autumn 
of 1925 the BURRARD FIELD NATURALISTS' CLUB was founded. 
I t was agreed to l i m i t membership to s i x t e e n f o r the time 
being, but t h i s was l a t e r extended, and i n 1928 the member
sh i p reached twenty-nine. 

A p p l i c a n t s f o r membership had to be sponsored and 
possess a working knowledge of the s u b j e c t i n which he was 
i n t e r e s t e d . Feminines were excluded throughout the e x i s 
tence of the c l u b . The annual fee was $2.00. 

The members were composed of p r o f e s s i o n a l men, mer
chants, tradesmen, a r t i s a n s , e t c . , and were a l l amateur 
s c i e n t i s t s and a u t h o r i t i e s on t h e i r s u b j e c t s , which i n c l u d e d 
marine and fresh-water b i o l o g y , botany, entomology, con-
chonology, geology, o r n i t h o l o g y , anthropology, astronomy, 
palaeontology and photography. T h e i r e x p l o r a t i o n s took them 
as f a r a f i e l d as L y t t o n , the Okanagan, L i l l o o e t , Bridge 
R i v e r , C h i l c o t i n , G a r i b a l d i , e t c . 

This club was a f f i l i a t e d w i t h the Vancouver C i t y 
Museum, and the pages of 'Museum Notes', published by the 
A r t , H i s t o r i c a l and S c i e n t i f i c A s s o c i a t i o n bear testimony 
regarding the success of t h e i r e x c u rsions. T h e i r a c t i v i 
t i e s continued u n t i l 1948, when the c l u b ceased to e x i s t , 

The above notes are compiled from a review of the 
h i s t o r y of t h i s club w r i t t e n by Mr. W. Mackay Draycot, who 
was one of i t s members, and whose p a r t i c u l a r s u bjects i n 
cluded geology, conchology, mineralogy and palaeontology. 
Mr. Mackay Draycot i s a member of our s o c i e t y and a valued 
c o n t r i b u t o r to our magazine. 

We can echo h i s f i n a l words - "Since our day there 
have been many changes i n the landscape. Gone are the 
s h o r e l i n e salt-marshes and estuary swamp land, a b o t a n i s t ' s 
and o r n i t h o l o g i s t ' s d e l i g h t . During the years of the Clubs 
a c t i v i t i e s there were v i r t u a l l y no r e s t r i c t i o n s , we wan
dered about as we pleased. These freedoms were never abused, 
f o r the n a t u r a l i s t had one d e s i r e - to preserve t h i s worldly 
paradise f o r himself and p o s t e r i t y " . 

I t would be presumptuous to venture an opinion as to 
why t h i s club ceased to f u n c t i o n , but one cannot help won
dering i f the e x c l u s i o n of the l a d i e s , the purely s c i e n t i 
f i c outlook and the lack of younger members hastened i t s 

A TRIP TO THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS 
39 

by Joyce Chope ( J u n i o r Member) 

How o f t e n have I heard the tune "When I t s Spring-time 
i n The Rockies". T r u l y , that must be a b e a u t i f u l s i g h t to 
see. Not that there would be much change i n the general 
scenery, as the trees are mostly evergreens, but i f one were 
able to stop and look c l o s e l y at the new p l a n t l i f e f o r c i n g 
i t s way up between the snow banks, i t indeed would be a 
t h r i l l i n g experience. 

When we went camping i n that famous range of moun
t a i n s , i t was w e l l i n t o summer, and perhaps f a l l was a l 
ready beginning to appear on the higher p l a c e s . An i n t e r 
e s t i n g t h i n g about the p l a n t l i f e was t h a t , to my mind, 
everything was i n m i n i a t u r e - t i n y a z aleas, rhododendrons, 
et c . For i n s t a n c e , the michaelmas daisy was u s u a l l y l i t 
t l e more than ten inches i n height. A l s o , there was a 
great deal of Englemann spruce, which, compared to our 
trees on the coast, appear very s m a l l and s c r a g g l y . F i n a l l y , 
at an a l t i t u d e of about 7,500 f e e t , we saw a few specimens 
of anemones and penstemon. 

As f o r the animal l i f e , we were g r e a t l y disappointed 
i n i t . A l l we saw were two e l k s , some Rocky Mountain b i g 
horn sheep, s e v e r a l chipmunks, and, of course, some of the 
bears which frequent the Banff garbage dump. The animals 
we d i d see were q u i t e tame„ Due to the steady stream of 
t o u r i s t s one had a good opportunity of t a k i n g t h e i r p i c 
tures . 

B i r d l i f e was not very p r o l i f i c , and a l l we saw were 
a few very f r i e n d l y whiskyjacks, which ate out of our hands. 

I f e e l I should a l s o mention the "Hoodoos". These 
strange g e o l o g i c a l formations are carved out of the s o f t 
sandstone by the constant a c t i o n of r a i n and wind. T h e i r 
shape resembled hooded female f i g u r e s , and some, we thought, 
possessed c l o s e resemblance to the s t a t u e of Queen V i c t o r i a . 
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1961 
Saturday 
Nov.4th: 

NOTICE OF MEETINGS  

ENTOMOLOGY: 
Meet at the Monterey Cafe f o r a F i e l d T r i p 
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon w i t h Dr. John A. 
Chapman. Adults and c h i l d r e n . 

Saturday BOTANY FIELD TRIP; 
Nov.4th: Meet at the Monterey Cafe at 1:30 p.m. f o r 

a Fungus Foray to Thomas S^ F r a n c i s Park, 
Munn Rd. B r i n g tea. 
Leader; Miss M. C. Melburn. 
(see f r o n t page) 

Tuesday BOTANY: 
Nov„7th: A meeting w i l l be h e l d i n the Museum at 8 p„m. 

Speaker; Professor C. W. Lowe. 
Subject; D i s c u s s i o n on Fungi. 

Saturday BIRD FIELD TRIP; 
Nov.11th: Meet at the Monterey Cafe at 9:30 

or a t Esquimalt Lagoon at 10 a.m. 
lunch. 
Leader: Mr. T. R. B r i g g s . 

a.m., 
B r i n g 

Tuesday GENERAL MEETING: 
Nov.14th: At the Douglas B u i l d i n g C a f e t e r i a on E l l i o t 

S t r e e t a t 8 p.m. S l i d e s on Bonaventure I s l a n d 
and Ar i z o n a by J.M. B a r n e t t and D. S t i r l i n g . 

The J u n i o r s w i l l meet each Saturday at the Monterey Cafe at 
H i l l s i d e and Douglas S t r e e t , a t 1;30 p.m. f o r F i e l d T r i p s . 
Leader; Mr. Freeman King. 

Anyone who would l i k e to j o i n these t r i p s i s very welcome. 
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